Azidocytidine is incorporated into RNA of 3T6 mouse fibroblasts.
Earlier work has shown that azidocytidine inhibits the growth and DNA synthesis of 3T6 mouse fibroblasts by inactivation of the enzyme ribonucleotide reductase. RNA synthesis, as measured by incorporation of [3H]cytidine was not affected. Here I show that azidocytidine is incorporated into RNA, but not into DNA. Incorporation of the analogue into RNA may under special circumstances contribute to the biological effect of the nucleoside.